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The theme of g lobalizat ion, food, and agriculture links the g lobal to  the local in the very best  o f

Macalester’s Internat ional Roundtable t radit ions, and spans the fine arts, social sciences,

humanit ies, and sciences. The issue of how we sustainably feed the world in the coming decades

is a conversat ion that will be sustained throughout the 2012–13 academic year and serve as a

focal po int  fo r the American Studies Conference in the spring.

This year’s Internat ional Roundtable will take place on Thursday and Fr iday, October 11 and 12,

2012, and seeks to cult ivate a civil and respect ful exchange between those with cont rast ing

views on how best  to  feed the world sustainably. The act ivit ies on Thursday will include keynote

addresses by internat ionally recognized scho lars Raj Patel, Ivet te Perfecto, and Joshua Muldavin,

fo llowed by a const ruct ive crit ique from two members o f the agri-food business community,

Steven Peterson and Jennifer Shaw. The day will end with a moderated roundtable discussion

and a recept ion fo r making connect ions. 

On Wednesday, Thursday, and Fr iday, art ist  Tat t foo Tan will work with the Macalester community

to create mobile art  gardens. His noon lecture on Friday will be preceded by a series o f student-

and community-led sessions on important sub-topics related to the g lobal food system. Our

invited speakers will meet with classes that  afternoon. The Internat ional Roundtable will conclude

on Fr iday afternoon with a discussion about the themes and act ion items that  emerge from the

two days.

On Saturday morning, the Internat ional Roundtable is partnering with the 2012 MacalesterFamily

Fest  to  o ffer field t r ips to  local farmers markets and other s ites that  address food product ion and

dist r ibut ion.



International Roundtable Theme and Background

Minnesota long has been considered an agricultural producer and processor o f g lobal

importance, with several internat ional agro-industr ial firms headquartered in the Twin Cit ies. The

state is also a hotbed for the organic and local foods movements, host ing one o f the largest

concentrat ions o f o rganic farms in the nat ion. Nobel Laureate and plant  genet icist  Norman

Borlaug received his educat ion in Minnesota, and is considered by many to  be the father o f the

Green Revo lut ion program for addressing g lobal hunger in the 1960s and 1970s. Macalester’s

own Kofi Annan leads a new organizat ion, Alliance for a Green Revo lut ion in Afr ica, which receives

funding from the Gates Foundat ion to promote agricultural development in Afr ica. 

Current  est imates suggest  that  the g lobal populat ion will peak at  around 9.5 billion in the lat ter

half o f this century, up from 7 billion in 2011. We do not  know when g lobal food demands will

crest. This is because the quant ity o f food energy consumed g lobally and the amount o f fossil

fuel energy, water, land, and so il resources used to produce these kilocalor ies are only part ially

related to the s ize o f the g lobal populat ion. Therefo re, the issue is not  just  a quest ion o f human

numbers, but  as reg ions o f the world become wealthier and more urbanized, their populat ions

demand more and different  types o f food. In general, they consume more meat and processed

foods, demand fruits and vegetables with fewer blemishes, desire fresh produce in all seasons,

and import  foodstuffs from increasing ly distant  locat ions.

All o f this places st rains on the food system. Growing evidence indicates that  current  food

product ion and dist r ibut ion systems will not  sustainably meet r is ing consumpt ion demands. For

example, food prices climbed steadily from 2000 to 2008, r is ing over 50% between April 2007

and March 2008. Dubbed the “2007–08 Global Food Cris is,” high food prices were especially

challeng ing for the urban poor who spend a disproport ionately higher share o f their income on

food. This st ressing o f livelihoods sparked food rio ts in several cit ies across the Global South

and led many Americans to worry about higher grocery bills. Food prices crested again in 2011

and many believe the famine in the Horn o f Afr ica is at  least  part ially related to  this phenomenon

(e.g., food prices are 300% of normal in Mogadishu, Somalia). Debates rage about the best  way

to improve the g lobal food system, with some advocat ing genet ically modified crops and others

focusing on organic and local food product ion.

The theme of g lobalizat ion, food, and agriculture links the g lobal to  the local in the very best  o f

the Macalester’s Internat ional Roundtable t radit ions, and spans the fine arts, social sciences,

humanit ies, and sciences. The overarching quest ion fo r this year’s Internat ional Roundtable: How

do we sustainably feed the world in the decades to  come?
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Joshua Muldavin teaches at  Sarah Lawrence College and in 2012 is a

Vis it ing Scho lar at  the East West Center at  the University o f Hawaii. He

is also a Vis it ing Scho lar at  the Inst itute o f American Studies, China

Academy of Social Sciences, in Beijing . He earned an M.A. and Ph.D. in

Geography from the University o f Califo rnia-Berkeley, studying agrar ian

change and sustainable development in China. He has conducted

numerous studies concerning post-Mao deco llect ivizat ion, the impact o f

var ious countr ies’ fo reign po licy and internat ional aid on China, and

conservat ion and poverty alleviat ion in the Himalayan reg ion. Recent

publicat ions include “NGOs and Sustainable Development,” Conference Proceedings o f the Third

Conference of UN-NGO-Irene/Asia Pacific (2008); “China and Climate Change: Can Techno logy

and Markets So lve the Problem?,” Global Carbon Reduct ion: Developing New Strateg ies and

Deploying New Techno log ies in Japan and the United States (2008); “The Po lit ics o f Transit ion:

Crit ical Po lit ical Eco logy, Classical Economics, and Eco log ical Modernizat ion Theory in

China,” The Po lit ical Geography Handbook (2008); and “Global Climate Change: Is China Really

the Problem?,” Co lumns(2007). Two forthcoming art icles are “Observat ions on the Environmental

Dimensions o f China’s Rise” and “Addressing Growing Vulnerability in Rural China: Village

Strateg ies fo r Maintaining Socio-Eco log ical Security in the post-Mao Era.” In 2008, he co-

founded The Act ion 2030 Inst itute, which is a nonprofit  think tank focused on issues of Food,

Agriculture, Environment, and Development. He served as Expert /Resource Person and Facilitator

at  the World Social Forum in Belem, Brazil,  in 2009. He also organized the First  Sustainable Food

and Agriculture Workshop and Film Fest ival in Beijing in March 2010, speaking on “The Histo ry o f

Indust r ial Agriculture.”

Here is an interest ing story about Joshua Muldavin and a related s lide show:

The Cowboy Geographer, Sarah Lawrence College

Excerpts from Beijing Internat ional Workshop on Sustainable Food and Agriculture,

2010:www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMTzq0MiRpc&feature=player_embedded .



Rajeev Charles Patel is s imultaneously a writer/producer/co-director fo r

a documentary and book about the future o f food; a Fellow at the

Inst itute fo r Agriculture and Trade Po licy (IATP); V is it ing Scho lar at  the

Center fo r Afr ican Studies, Univers ity o f Califo rnia, Berkeley; Honorary

Research Fellow at the Schoo l o f Development Studies, Univers ity o f

KwaZulu in South Afr ica; and a Fellow at  the Inst itute fo r Food and

Development Po licy/Food First . He received a Ph.D. in the Department

of Development Socio logy at  Cornell University; an MSC (Econ) at  the

London Schoo l o f Economics, Univers ity o f London; and a B.A.

(Honors) at  Ballio l Co llege, Univers ity o f Oxford. His recent  books include The Value o f

Nothing (2009); Food Rebellions!  Forg ing Food Sovereignty to  So lve the Global Food Cris is (with

Holt -Gimenez and Shat tuck, 2009); Stuffed and Starved: Markets, Power and the Bat t le fo r the

World Food System (2008); and Promised Land: Compet ing Vis ions o f Agrarian Refo rm (with

Rosset and Courville, 2006). A number o f his lectures can be accessed online. Among other

honors, he was selected by the Utne Readeras one of “50 Vis ionaries Chang ing Your World”

(2010).

Art icles recent ly writ ten by Raj Patel may be accessed at :

VIDEO: Edible Food

Raj Patel: Food Rebellions and Po lit ical Accountability

Droughts and Mirages in Washington and Beyond

Attacks on Obama, Food Stamps, Newt Gingrich is “Racially Coding Poverty”

The Value o f Nothing-the $200 Hamburger

The Meaning o f Food Sovereignty

The Value o f Nothing

Ivet te Perfecto is the George W. Pack Pro fessor o f Natural Resources

at the Univers ity o f Michigan and an Adjunct  Faculty member in the

College of Graduate Studies at  the Univers ity o f To ledo in Ohio. She is

also an Associate Faculty member in the Lat ina/o Studies Program,

American Culture, as well as in the Program in the Environment at  the

Univers ity o f Michigan and the Centro de Estudios de Desarro llo  Agrar io

Rural, Univers idad Agrária de la Habana, Cuba. She has been a vis it ing

faculty member in univers it ies in Mexico, Brazil,  the Netherlands,

Nicaragua, and Puerto Rico. Perfecto received a Ph.D. in Eco logy and

Natural Resources and an M.S. in Bio logy, both from the Univers ity o f Michigan. Her B.S. Cum

Laude was earned in Bio logy at  the Universidad Sagrado Corazón, Puerto Rico. She

published Nature’s Matr ix: Linking Agriculture, Conservat ion and Food Sovereignty (with

Vandermeer and Wright , 2009) and A Breakfast  o f Biodiversity: The Po lit ical Eco logy o f Rain

Forest  Deforestat ion (with Vandermeer, 2nd edit ion, 2005). Recent examples o f her peer-



reviewed journal art icles include “Global Food Security, Biodivers ity Conservat ion and the Future

of Agricultural Intensificat ion,” Bio log ical Conservat ion (with co lleagues, 2012); “Effects o f

Indust r ial Agriculture on Global Warming and the Potent ial o f Small-Scale Agroeco log ical Farming

to Mit igate those Effects,” CAB Reviews: Perspect ives in Agriculture, Veter inary Science, Nutr it ion

and Natural Resources (with co lleagues, 2011); and “The Agricultural Matrix as an Alternat ive to

the Land-Sparing/Agricultural Intensificat ion Model: Facing the Food and Biodivers ity

Crises,” Proceedings o f the Nat ional Academy o f Science (with Vandermeer, 2010). Perfecto  has

been a Fulbr ight  Fellow and was awarded a 2010 Faculty Recognit ion Award (Univers ity o f

Michigan, univers ity-wide award) and a 2007–08 Outstanding Faculty Award (by SNRE Student

Government ). She serves as Review Edito r fo rEcoHealth, Journal o f Sustainable

Agriculture, Eco logy, and Eco log ical Monographs.In 2009, she was elected a Fellow of the

American Associat ion fo r the Advancement o f Science.

Lecture by Ivet te Perfecto

Steven L. Peterson became the Director o f Sourcing Sustainability at

General Mills in August  2010. Previously, he led External Manufacturing

at General Mills from 2005 to  2010. He was also a member o f the

Integrat ion team that created the combined Supply Chain result ing from

the merger o f General Mills and Pillsbury. Prio r to  jo ining General Mills,

he had fifteen years o f experience with Pillsbury, ho lding posit ions o f

increasing responsibility within Supply Chain Operat ions and Sourcing,

start ing as a Commodity Analyst  and finally ho lding the posit ion o f

Senior Director Ingredient  Sourcing. Consequent ly, Peterson has been

invo lved for many years in co llaborat ive manufactur ing and sourcing. His educat ional background

includes an M.S. degree in Agriculture and Applied Economics from the Univers ity o f Minnesota

and a B.A. from St. Olaf Co llege in Northfield, Minnesota.Peterson also owns and manages

Peterson Farms, a g rain and livestock operat ion in Paynesville, Minnesota. His family has

promoted conservat ion agriculture fo r many years. His father, Lloyd, led the establishment o f

both the N. Fork Crow River Watershed Dist r ict  and the Lake Koronis Lake Associat ion. In 2000,

Peterson Farms was named the Stearns County Conservat ion Farm of the Year. Today, Peterson

Farms works closely with the Stearns County SWCD promot ing conservat ion across cent ral

Minnesota. In addit ion, Peterson serves on several non-profit  boards including Park Nico llet

Foundat ion, Minnesota Agri-Growth Council, Presbyter ian Homes, and the Paynesville Area

Community Foundat ion.



Jennifer L. Shaw is Head of Sustainability in North America fo r Syngenta

where she leads init iat ives to  align Syngenta businesses with emerg ing

trends in sustainability. Prio r to  this ro le, she held several leadership

posit ions in Regulatory Po licy, Issues Management, Stewardship,

Sustainable Agriculture, and Environmental Risk Analyses. Dr. Shaw led

strateg ic init iat ives to address majo r environmental challenges for U.S.

agriculture and has had several leadership and expert  ro les in industry

and government mult i-stakeho lder init iat ives. She began her career with

ICI Plant  Pro tect ion in the United Kingdom as an eco log ist , then went

on to manage agro-ecosystem field programs in the United States, and established an Aquat ic

Ecosystem research facility fo r co llaborat ive research between indust ry and academia. Shaw was

educated in Scot land and has a B.Sc. with 1st  Class Honors in Agricultural Zoo logy from the

Univers ity o f Glasgow. She went on to earn a Ph.D. in Eco logy and Epidemio logy from the

Univers ity o f Aberdeen and the Inst itute o f Terrest r ial Eco logy.

Tat t foo Tan is a public art ist  whose pract ice seeks to find an

immediate, direct , and effect ive way o f explor ing issues related to the

individual in society. His work co llapses the categories o f “art ” and “life”

into one. Through the employment o f mult ip le fo rms of media and

various plat fo rms of presentat ion, Tan promotes group part icipat ion.

Within this co llaborat ive pract ice both minds and bodies are engaged in

act ions that  t ransform the making o f art  into a r itualized and shared

experience. In keeping with the spir it  o f this t ransformat ive act, Tan

prefers to  develop pro jects that  are ephemeral and conceptual in

nature. Some t it les o f these pro jects g ive a sense of his themes: Eat  Draw Play; Cuis ine du Jour;

Secret  Garden; The People’s Pot luck; Rais ing Chickens in NYC; and Mobile Gardens.

His work has been shown in var ious venues and

inst itut ions, including the Queens Museum of Art , Lower

East  Side Tenement Museum, Art isphere, The City o f New

York Department o f Cultural Affairs Percent  fo r the Arts,

Lower Manhat tan Cultural Council, Eugene Lang College

New School fo r Liberal Arts, Fashion Inst itute o f

Techno logy, Prat t  Inst itute, The Center fo r Book Arts,

Bronx River Art  Center, Jamaica Center o f Arts and

Learning, Aljira–A Center fo r Contemporary Art , Pro ject

Row Houses, Redux Contemporary Art  Center, and The

Laundromat Pro ject . Tan has been recognized for his

effo rt , service, and art ist ic cont r ibut ions to the community

and is the proud recipient  o f a Proclamat ion from the City

o f New York. He also received an award at  the Twenty-Eighth Annual Awards for Excellence in



Design by the Public Design Commission o f the City o f New York fo r his design and branding o f

the super graphic on the Bronx River Art  Center.

Vis it  his youtube channel.  It  highlights some of the pro jects he has done.

Past  Roundtables


